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discovered that at least our committee was supposed to be part 
of the solution here and we actually hadn't had I guess privy to 
all the details of the hole that we've dug here and, in a sense, 
we dug a hole. We've done a constitutional amendment that gives 
aid to schools, cities and counties only, and have taken away
some of the resources that those other units of government had
been dependent upon. Then I find out...then we find out the 
Appropriations Committee is supposed to be making some of these 
communities, some of these government entities whole. One of 
the reasons, we were taking this up today. That is true. On 
the other hand, I thought we all ought to have the benefit of 
this discussion this morning before we did it. So it worked out 
fairly well. We will be taking this up this afternoon. But I
will tell you, I don't know that the Appropriations Committee 
automatically is inclined or should be making up the differences 
of some of these losses in these communities. I and we have not
had the benefit of some of these months of discussion as to whatthe communities needed. We need some more information, I think, 
before we can make a timely and accurate and probably
appropriate judgment as to whether we should be spending 
additional...further additional appropriations funds to these particular governmental entities. It's not going to be easy to 
make some of the decisions we have ahead of us in terms of the
budget. We're going to do our best to present a budget to you
in about three weeks that is solid and represents those areas of 
government that we should...think we should support. But
there's going to...on the other hand, there will not be lots of 
money left for A bills and there's going to have to be some 
downsizing, if you will, of fiscal notes if they are to fit 
within the budget, and certainly under our present trend the 
Governor's going to be vetoing. So I'm inclined and interested 
in trying to find some money somewhere else to put into these 
specific government entities. If we can't do it on this bill, 
then it has to be done under a rule suspension. It has to be 
done someway, because there definitely has been a ripple effect 
to some of these entities. I am not particularly in sympathy, I 
will tell you, with the NRDs at this point. I think they may 
not need additional revenue. But I certainly think community colleges do and I think it may be open to debate of whether the 
other...some of the other ones do. I wanted to hear this debate 
this morning to understand it better before I have made a 
decision. I came to the floor this morning open-minded on


